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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ





Elders:


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Ross Statham


(770)329-5400





Evangelist:


Steve Tramell


(678) 720-8439











Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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Be assured that this freedom is not without cost. Jesus gave His life to free us from the bondage of sin. It should behoove us therefore to celebrate that freedom with a life of faithful service? "What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. We who died to sin, how shall we any longer live therein"? … "knowing this, that our old man was crucified with (him), that the body of sin might be done away, that so we should no longer be in bondage to sin;  for he that hath died is justified from sin". 


(Rom 6:1-2; 6-7) 


      It may be that we will someday loose some if not all of our civil freedom. Many early Christians, even the Apostles, suffered at the hand of a bad government but that did not prevent them from serving God. Nothing could take the freedom of Christ from them. Consider Paul's words, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or anguish, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? Even as it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; We were accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Rom 8:35-39)


     As we worship Him today, let us give thanks for the freedom to do so and live lives worthy of the cost of the freedom He gave.


		Joe Phillips











     As with the ancient Greeks, the gods we now serve are remarkably like us.  We want God to be manageable and predictable rather than beyond us and above us where we must worship Him in awe-struck reverence, waiting in hushed silence for truth we cannot anticipate or imagine  (1 Corinthians 2:9).  We don't want that dangerous God who is a "consuming fire" (Hebrews 12:28,29).


     In this we are repeating the folly of ancient Israel who could not endure for even forty days the absence of a leader who had disappeared into Mt. Sinai's fiery mists (Exodus 32:1-6).  Demanding a god whom they could see and who did not leave them waiting in the silence they pressed Aaron into making them a golden deity.  It is amazing how these people who had received so much from the true God and rewarded Him with nothing but grumbling ingratitude could now shed themselves of virtually all their gold to honor a dumb and powerless mockery!  The reason:  it was a god they could control and who would never make them uncomfortable.


     But the most striking thing of all is that the people never realized that they had abandoned the God of their fathers.  He had told them plainly that He alone had saved them from the miseries of Egypt and that there were to be no other gods before Him, no graven images (Exodus 20:2-5). And yet in spite of all 








The fact that the heart of our sinful ways is pride and self-centeredness makes it doubtful that we will worship a god who takes the control of our lives away from us. And what are the most popular "gold calves" that are worshipped today in the name of the Son of God?  McCullough suggests a few.            


     There is the "god of my cause."  This god turns Jesus Christ into the champion of whatever our chosen cause happens to be: political revolution; social reconstruction; gay rights; the degendering of everything.  The test of scripture can always be sufficiently twisted and abused to make the case, however preposterous (2 Peter 3:15,16).  


     There is the "god of my understanding" which always operates in harmony with our common sense idea of things, a religion of the most dangerous sort (Isaiah 55:6-9; Jeremiah 10:23).  And there is the "god of my inner experience" which always operates immediately and uniquely upon the individual to give subjective evidence of what is really so powerful as to negate whatever the Bible's objective revelation of God might happen to be.


     Finally, there is the "god of my comfort" which panders to my sense of self-worth at the cost of my need for repentance and righteousness (Matthew 16:24; Acts 3:19). 


     What we need is a sense of the true God who made us like Himself and 


sent us swinging on this pleasant earth amidst billions of starts; the real God who contradicts us, reproves us, surprises us and tells us the redemptive truth.  "The Lord is in His holy temple.  Let all the earth keep silence before Him" (Habakuk 2:20).�


					





Our Golden Calves


By Paul Earnhart





In a recently published book, The Trivialization of God, Donald W. McCullough attacks modern "Christian" idolatry.  He observes that most Americans even while claiming to be followers of Jesus are actually worshipping their own domesticated versions of the true God and that "when the true story gets told … it may well be … the worst sin of the twentieth century…" Mr. McCullough is the president of a Presbyterian seminary, and his theology therefore leaves a good bit to be desired, but there is no doubt in my mind that in this he is exactly correct.








the evidence against it they affirmed of that crude chunk of metal that "this is, your god, O Israel, that brought you out of the land of Egypt" (Exodus 32:4).  And when they "sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play" they called it "a feast to Jehovah"! (32:5,6). 


     As in the case of Israel, dancing around like pagans and calling upon the name of Jehovah, we must not imagine that all who call themselves Christians today are, in spite of all the pious talk, actually worshipping the true God.  Many just want a god who suits them better but don't want to admit that they are worshipping an idol - a god fashioned by the mind rather than the hands.  That is the conclusion of McCullough whose denominational biases don't keep him from knowing posturing when he sees it.


     This generation is vulnerable to such sophisticated idolatry for several reasons.  First our trust in science to explain all mysteries has destroyed our sense of awe at the truly transcendent and infinite.  Second, our rampant individualism and consequent relativism has given us the feeling that every human being can successfully worship whatever and however he pleases.


     The problem is, that such religion, is wholly subjective and such gods are just ourselves written large (Romans 1:25).  Given the record of human beings, what we may desire is unlikely to be what we need. 








Freedom





For freedom did Christ set us free: (Gal 5:1)





     On Wednesday, July 4th, we will, as we do each year celebrate Independence Day. The very foundation of our country is based upon this day when we declared freedom from the tyranny of a foreign government.  Needless to say, such a move came at a great price and lives were lost to seal our independence. In our love and appreciation for this freedom we express our patriotism with parades, fireworks and music in recognition of its cost. Over the years we have come to realize the truism "freedom is not free".


     While there is a lot of criticism of our country by many of its citizens, it is freedom that permits it and what would anyone exchange for it?  There are some who exploit it and some who abuse it but we should cherish what freedom brings especially the right to worship God as He wishes without intervention from anyone. I am proud to be part of celebrating such freedom and I pray that it will always be so. 


     On the other hand there is a freedom afforded us that is far more important than any civil freedom we may have and many will give it little thought. It is freedom from sin. In Galatians 5: 1 Paul speaks of the freedom for which Christ set us free, that is, freedom from the law of sin and death. The law brought about bondage (Rom. 7: 7) but he goes on to say “There is therefore now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus.  For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made me free from the law of sin and of death". (Rom. 8: 1-2)
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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers








Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Chris Roy and Rhetta for Chris’


continued improvement Melinda Hampson’s


father; Owen McKinney; Jack and Joyce 


Green; Debbie Adams’ mother;   


Rhetta Roy’s mother Rosie Bittle recovering 


from by-pass surgery. Heather Rogers’ brother;  


Tandy Lacquement’s mother now in Hospice


Jeff Lacquement’s father not doing well.


  Our expecting mother:  Alex Bowman


Congratulations to Chantz and Stephanie


 Adams on their new baby 


 The many that are traveling.


_______________________________________





VBS July 16-20


Questions? Want to help? 


See Cecil Douthitt


________________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @


� HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Ross Statham 


 Song Leader----Tim Patridge


Lord's Supper---Don Gilbert


   Asst. 1-----Wes Guyton


   Asst. 2-----Chantz Adams


   Asst. 3-----Adam Kreis


   Asst. 4-----Chris Jackson


   Asst. 5-----Perry Betterton 


2nd Prayer---Rob Williams


Read Scripture---Drew Bowman 


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Grant Hicks


Closing Prayer---Brad Bowman 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Preston Jackson


Song Leader---Matt Jones


2ed Prayer---David Nash


Read Scripture---Jordan Huff


Sermon---Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper---Don Gilbert


Announcements—Grant Kicks


Closing Prayer---Clay Bowman


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Joey Jackson


 Invitation---Rob Williams


 Closing Prayer---Carlos Pineda





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














